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Synod’s motion
That this Synod, recognising that the global climate 
emergency is a crisis for God’s creation, and a 
fundamental injustice, …

(a) call upon all parts of the Church of England … to work to achieve year-
on-year reductions in emissions and urgently examine what would be 
required to reach net zero emissions by 2030 in order that a plan of action 
can be drawn up to achieve that target;

(b) request reports on progress from the Environment Working Group and 
the NCI’s every three years beginning in 2022 and;

(c) call on each Diocesan Synod, and cathedral Chapter, to address 
progress toward net zero emissions every three years.







Used with the permission of Professor Martin Siegert, The Grantham Institute, Imperial College.







Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change
Human’s role in the climate crisis in unequivocal

Every region on earth is already affected

Climate goals of limiting to a 1.5C increase are slipping beyond 
reach
Changes are “irreversible for centuries”

Every bit of action matters



Agar et Ismael
Jean-Charles Cazin



‘There are two different roads, one broad and easy, 
the other hard and narrow. The soul is confused 
and dithers in its calculations. It prefers pleasure 
when it is looking at the present; it chooses virtue 
when its eye is on eternity.’
St Basil the Great 



15 [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross.

Colossians 1: 15-20



Consider the lilies - Stanley Spencer





• One-off investment in the transition towards a 
lower carbon approach

• Demonstrating leadership in the way the Church 
responds to the Climate Emergency in what will 
be a critical decade

• Routemap to Net Zero 2030 goal identifies 
immediate priority investment areas

• Funding available for dioceses (working with 
schools and parishes), cathedrals, See houses 
and retirement clergy housing

• Sharing learning, leveraging additional funding, 
partnership working, and responding to 
technological developments will all be key

• Buildings for mission funding incorporates 
enhanced support on buildings management for 
parishes and worshipping communities (also 
supportive of net zero goal)

Net Zero and buildings for mission
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£190 million time-limited 
expenditure on Net Zero over 9 years 

£11 million on Buildings for Mission

Buildings for mission

Net Zero



Become an eco church



Routemap to net zero



Six principles for a Net Zero Carbon Church:



We are already doing this in many places



Energy Footprint Tool



Net Zero Carbon churches 
aren’t just a nice theory.

7% of churches are already 
net zero. 



Bradford’s Eco Extravaganza



Exeter’s Big Green Event





Partnerships





Truro’s floodlight decision



Climate justice



Dippy at Norwich



Pledges to take action



Lobbying for change



Join campaigns

Letters for creation



Use existing resources



Use ‘pegs’ such as international days/weeks





Action Planning Questions

WHAT ARE THE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
YOUR CATHEDRAL TO 

BECOME NET ZERO 
BY 2030?

WHAT ARE THE 
CHALLENGES?

WHAT HELP DO 
YOU NEED / 

BLOCKAGES TO BE 
REMOVED TO GET 

THERE?



Re-capture the wonder of Creation



Responding to the climate and biodiversity 
emergencies is not an optional interest for the 

ministry of the Church, it is an imperative for the 
mission of God’s Church.

@bishopnorwich www.churchofengland.org/environment
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